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Let your light so shine before men, that they may se your good works, : 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.— MaTtHEw 16, 


90, Vol. LIV. "Monday, May 16, 1902. One Penay. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


FROM PAGE 


Wuen Apostle Grant had concluded his remarks, the congregation was 


addressed by 
APOSTLE JOHN W. TAYLOR, 


winscenidl he was thankful to meet with the Saints, and hoped wits 
directed by the Spirit in what he might be led to say. He felt that the 
Lord had inspired the brethren who had spoken to touch upon the princi- 
ples that had been referred to. As Latter-day Saints we are always safe 
when we have a spirit of humility with us, and we are always in danger 
if we have not this spirit. In this condition we are like an engineer 
running in the dark and not heeding the lights ahead of him. He is 
likely to run his train into some obstruction on the road. The speaker 
felt the necessity for each one to look after his own condition. If we are 
looking after others, we are in danger of being shipwrecked in our faith. 
The Lord has given us light, which, if we follow it, will guide us 8 into the 
path of righteousness. 

It is necessary to preach the unity and to the 
Saints. By this they will be kept from the fear that the kingdom of ‘God 
perhaps is going to break up. The Lord is not displeased with any except 
those who do not acknowledge His hand in all things: There is anxiety 
- among a certain class of the Saints that the authorities of the Church are 

in danger of going astray, and they think they have some excellent sug- 
gestions to make, if they only had a chance. Such thoughts are idle. 
God is with His people. The work is spreading on every hand and it 
shall continue to goon. Let us serve the Lord and cultivate the spirit of 
Christ which teaches us to say, “ Father, not my will but Thine be done.” 
The speaker testified that he knew that Christ: lived and would reward 
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every one according to the deeds done in the flesh. And to the pieeenee 
who might be within the sound of his voice he would say, Repent of your 
sins, be baptized and receive the Holy Ghost, and ye shall also receive | 
knowledge for yourselves that this work is of God. _ the Holy Spirit 
be poured out upon this Conference. , 
The choir sang the anthem: 
Light and Truth, the world are waiting. 


Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. — 


Aftermeon Session, Sunday, April 3. Conference re-opened at 20 tolock. 
The choir sang the anthem : 


Wonderful Counselor. 
Prayer was offered by President Angus M. Cannon. 
The anthem, 
Unfold ye portals, 


was sung by the choir. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered under the direc- 

tion of the Priesthood of the Fifth Ward, Salt Lake City. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

said it was gratifying to behold so many people gathered together in that 
Tabernacle at the opening of the sixty-second anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He trusted that 
the blessing of the Lord might be poured out upon all present, and that 
not one person who attended conference would suffer in health by reason 
of the inclement weather. After expressing the hope that the Latter-day 
Saints in the city would open their houses to the visiting brethren and 
sisters on this occasion, and extend to them all the hospitality within their 
power, the speaker remarked that we were not in every respect just as we 
used to be. There was a time, he said, when the Saints rejoiced ex- 
ceedingly in hospitality ; it was at a period when there were not many 
rich among us. Now, however, that we had abundance, when many were 
rich and had ample homes, our visiting friends at conference were under 
the necessity of obtaining lodgings at the hotels. Whether this was be- 
cause we were less hospitable than formerly, or because the people were 
growing so numerous on the outside that the few inside were unable to 
entertain them, was a question that they must answer for themselves. 
But he hoped the day would never come when the Latter-day Saints 
would feel inhospitable toward their brethren and sisters, the people of 
God, or towards the stranger within our gates ; for hospitality, kindness, 
charity, and love were some of the characteristics of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It behoved the Saints always, and under all circumstances, to be 
kind to their neighbors, true to their friends, to beware of their enemies, 
to be humble and submissive unto God, devoted to His cause and alive to 
their own salvation. 

- Our salvation was the great object we had in view in gathering to Zion 
ond embracing the principles of the Gospel which had been restored to 
the earth in this dispensation through the Prophet Joseph Smith and his 
_ brethren. Anything that would detract from that object and from our 
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pursuit in that direction should be carefully avoided, while every princi- | 
ple that tended to advance us should be constantly sought after. 

The Latter-day Saints were said to be a peculiar people. In some re- 
spects perhaps they were, but in many respects, it seemed to him, they 
very much resembled the rest of the world. If we had received a knowl- 
edge or proof of those principles which emanated from God, and of which 
the rest of mankind were destitute, then so far as the Saints observed 
them, lived up to them, and were true and faithful unto them, they were 
distinct and peculiar from all other people. But with this exception they 
were like the rest of the world. How far we deserved credit that was not 
due to all mankind besides would depend upon our adherence to those 
superior principles of light, truth and knowledge which we had received in 
this dispensation of the Gospel, and which the world had not yet received. 
There were hundreds of thousands of people on the earth to-day who were 
as honest in every particular as the Latter-day Saints, who were quite as 
sincere, just as earnest in their faith; in their religion, and as devoted to 
God. He had, however, in the course of his experience, met many who 
did not believe at al) in “Mormonism,” who did not believe the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as the Latter-day Saints believed it, and who were so prej- 
udiced against them that it seemed impossible to open their eyes to the 
truth ; yet they were more consistent according to their faith, according 
to their ideas of religion, and in; their duty to God, more earnest and de- 
voted than hundreds, aye, thousands, of those who professed to be Latter- 
day Saints and to have received the Holy Ghost. He had seen people who 
had such faith and such love for Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that they 
would not allow an ornament or an image in their house, nor even a 
picture to hang upon the walls, for fear that their thoughts, desires, and 
affections should be drawn from the great object they had in view—the 
worship of God. And yet they were not Latter-day Saints ; neither could 
they be convinced as to their error with regard to their religious belief. 
He had asked himself often what would be the condition of this class of 
people when they came to be judged “ for the deeds done in the body.” 
While they had the privilege of hearing the Gospel preached in their life- 
time, yet because of the superstition in which they had been brought up, 
because of the traditions of their forefathers, of the prejudices that had 
been begotten in the minds of the people generally concerning the Latter- 
day Saints, concerning new revelations and new religions, they closed 
their ears against the truth as revealed by God in these latter days. 

The point to which he wished to draw attention was in regard to this 
thought. How would it be with the Latter-day Saints who had received 
@ fulness of the everlasting Gospel and the ordinances appertaining 

thereto, but who were not sincere in their religion; who proved by their 
acts that they were not generous and kind to their brother and their 
neighbor ; who were not honest in their professions and promises ; who did 
not honor the Sabbath day and keep it holy; who used strong drinks and 
tobacco ; who violated the Word of Wisdom and the law of God as re- 
vealed unto them ; who were not charitable, but judged their brother 
harshly ; who were willing under some circumstances and in some cases 
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even to wreck the kingdom of God on earth, as it were, and betray their 
brethren into the hands of their enemies out of spite, out of a feeling 
rankling in their bosom, and who were in every sense of the word anything 
but good Christians, to say nothing about being Latter-day Saints? He 
asked, what would be their condition when they stood before the bar of 
God “ to give an account of the deeds done in the body ?” : 

Without attempting to answer this, he would assume that the seedition 
of the heathen and the unbelieving, those who had never known God, but 
had rejected the truth because of ignorance and superstition, would stand 
higher and receive a greater and more eternal weight of glory than such 
Latter-day Saints as he had mentioned ; because when men and women 
descended to such conduct they ceased to be Latter-day Saints ; they cut 
themselves off from the presence of the Father, from His mercy, and from 
the rights and blessings which He had in store for the faithful. Yet some 
of them had a standing with their brethren. They called themselves 
Latter-lay Saints, and would feel very much offended if told that they 
were not entitled to all the ordinances of the holy Gospel. We were all 
weak and erring creatures, and liable to do those things which were dis- 
pleasing to God ; we ought not to do these things with our eyes open, 
when we knew better. Little acts made up the sum total of our existence 
on earth. 

The speaker, in passing, urged a strict observance of the Sabbath ion 
and said that lying was an abomination in the sight of God. A man must 
not take advantage of his neighbor to wrong him in order to build himself 
up at another's expense ; he must not try to injure his character or stig- 
matize him in any way, because the Bible taught him different. Latter- 
day Saints must not do this, er they will ving down upon their heads 
the condemnation of God. 

The speaker next touched upon the importance of prayer and the ene: 
ing of ali God’s commandments. Zion could only be built up on the 
principles of truth and righteousness. Men could not help to build up 
Zion who were hypocrites, liars, thieves, adulterers, whoremongers, or 
otherwise wicked in their hearts ; neither could they have any lot or part 
in Zion when it should be built up. Therefore it behoved us as Latter- 
day Saints to remember what we had covenanted with God to mm and to 
do it. 

Some of those who knew him (the speaker) thought that A was a 
radical sort of person, that he was austere, somewhat harsh, perhaps, and 
exacting ; but he believed there was not another man in Israel who was 
more ready to extend the hand of forgiveness and charity towards one 
who erred and made mistakes in regard to the matters on which he had 
been speaking, than Joseph F. Smith. 

The speaker here read from the sixth Lecture on Faith (Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants) to show that exaltation in the kingdom of 
God is only attainable by strict conformity with the law of self-sacrifice 
—the giving up of all earthly interests and even life itself, if. necessary, 
for the sake of the truth. Only in this way can a man know that he is 
accepted of God and lay hold on eternal life. ee : 
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Having dwelt upon the subject of love to God and to our neighbor, 
President Smith touched on that of faith. . He instanced the cases of Job 
and Abrahain, both of whom stood the severe test made by God in order 
to prove the sincerity of their love for Him. Later the Son of God Him- 
self was put to the test, and later still the Apostles of Jesus Christ were 
subjected to torture, and even death, in order to prove whether they had 
the love of God in their hearts. Let the Latter-day Saints apply the test 
also, and ask themselves the question, “Am I in a position to endure such 
tests of faith as these and not flinch?” God- help us to live our religion, 
for it is good; it is righteous, pure and Godlike, for it emanated from 
God. 


[T0 BE CONTINUED. ] 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the Welsh Conference, held at 188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, 
Cardiff, Sunday, May 1, 1892. There were present: Apostle Brigham 
Young, President of the European Mission; Elder Joseph A. Young, of the 
Liverpool office; Elder H. Moyle, President of, and R. H. Jones, 8. B. 
Young, Jr., and Samuel Weston, traveling Elders in the Cheltenham Con- 
ference ; Elder T. B. Evans, President of, and J. Gibby, J. D. Williams, 
E. T. Ashton, J. H. Wilde, Wm. C. Isgreen, J. J. Williams, L. W. B. Wride, 
D. Williams, Roderick Davis, J: H. Davis, Taliesin Evans, T. D. Roberts, 
Richard Williams, and Levi John, traveling Elders in the Welsh Con- 
ference. 

ll a.m. Singing. by Elder D. Williams. Singing. 

President Young was the first speaker. He said it afforded him great 
pleasure to meet with the Saints in conference, and to talk and learn of 
things pertaining to the welfare of mankind, here and hereafter. This 
kind of knowledge is of inestimable value to us. Order is a principle 
observed by God, who has one Church, to which we belong. No man‘is 
barred from uniting himself with the same, and receiving a testimony 
from God of the truthfulness of His Gospel, if he will do the will of the 
Father. When a testimony of the true plan of life and salvation is ob- 
tained, affliction and tribulation may come, but they will not remove the 
testimony ; disregard of God’s commandments ‘only will do that. The 
present is a day of revelation, when the Lord speaks to His servants and 


reveals His mind and will to them for their good, and for the good of all 


who will heed their teachings. 

Elders T. Evans, Wilde, Isgreen,: John, J. H. Davis and R. Williams 
were called to address the congregation. They spoke on the first princi- 
ples of the Gospel, showing by scriptural evidence the necessity of obey- 
ing those principles, viz.: Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, repentance, 
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins, and the laying on of 
hands for the gift. of the Holy Ghost; also, that a man must be called and 
ordained of God before he has authority to preach the Gospel and ad- 
minister in its laws and ordinances.: They further spoke on the Church 
organization which our Savior established when He was on the earth ; 
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also the apostasy which has taken place from the same. Testimony was 
borne that God has again spoken from heaven and restored His. Gospel 
and established His Church, with the same officers, gifts and blessings 
which existed in it eighteen hundred years ago ; and that the speakers, 
with others, had been called and ordained to bear the message of the 
Gospel restoration unto the nations of the earth. 

The general and local authorities of the Church were then presented 
and sustained, and the statistical and financial Puget of the Welsh Con- 
ference read. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Jones. | | 

3p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Ashton. Singing. The Sacrament 
was administered by Elders J. D. Williams and Wride. 

The speakers in the afternoon were Elders J. A. Young, H. Moyle, R. H. 
Jones and Apostle Young. They dwelt on the grandeur of the Gospel 
principles which were taught by our Savior and His Apostles, and which 
are now being taught by the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints ; also of the gathering that was predicted by Isaiah and 
_ other men of God, and is now being fulfilled by the Latter-day Saints 
gathering to the tops of the mountains, where it was said the house of the 
Lord would be established, and people of all nations flow to it in order 
that they might be taught of His ways and walk in His paths. They bore 
their testimony that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God ; that the work 
the Latter-day Saints are engaged in is true. They expressed themselves 
as desirous of becoming acquainted with those things that will enable 
them to enjoy the inspiration of God. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Roberts. 

6p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder J. D. Williams. Singing. — 

Elder 8S. B. Young, Jr., said he had no ambition to speak, but he desired 
to do his s duty in ranching and teaching the plan of salvation. “ Mor- 
monism” is the revealed plan by which one can obtain eternal life. He 
bore his testimony and exhorted the Saints to live a God-fearing life, wes 
they might obtain the blessings promised to the faithful, | 

The hymn was sung, “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 

Elder Weston said we all have a privilege of knowing what to do in — 
order to be saved, but no man will be forced to heaven. Man has his 
agency ; he is placed on earth, with everything necessary for his good. 
Laws are given to be observed, but by transgression of them curses will 
_ be brought about, just to the degree that the laws are broken. rege 
are dealt out to us according to our obedience to the will of God. 

Apostle Young, in addressing the congregation, said he was sled to be 
@ messenger of life and salvation to this generation. Some think we are 
trespassers by coming out to preach to them. We have not come to inter- 
fere with the rights of any, but have come with the great and glorious 
message of the plan of salvation which has been revealed from heaven in 
this age. Hespoke on the early history of the Church and the peculiarity 
of its progress, and said that he had been taught by his parents to honor 
Joseph Smith as the Prophet of God through whom the Gospel was re- 
stored. The Prophet promised to the world, as our Savior did. to the 


Jews, that if they would do what he taught they would know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God or of himself. It is to the Almighty we are 
responsible, and not to man. We should trust in God and His principles, 
and not look to the actions of men. Great afflictions and tribulations 
have been endured by the Latter-day Saints because they believe in 
revelation. Beautiful cities built and inhabited by them have been de- 
stroyed, and they have been driven from their homes because they would 
not deny their faith. Notwithstanding the ill-treatment the Saints have 
received from wicked men, God has been with His people. The work of 
the Lord is progressing ; temples are being built, improvements for the 
welfare of the Saints are. being made, and He is with them, and will be 
with every one who will comply with the laws and ordinances of the ever- 
lasting Gospel, which is being preached by the Elders. 

President Evans said he had been greatly edified in listening to the good 
instructions given by the speakers during the day. He exhorted all 
present to carefully consider what had been spoken, and also thanked 
them for their good attention. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Moyle. 

On Saturday, April 30, a Priesthood meeting was held, and the following 
report of the labors performed by the Elders in the Welsh Conference 
during the six months ending April 30, 1892, given: 34,222 tracts dis- 
tributed ; 51 books sold and 24 loaned ; 240 indoor and 61 outdoor meet- 
ings Sala; 67 villages tracted ; 12 baptisms ; 8 children blessed ; 1 ordina- 
tion ; 3 had died. 

On Monday another meeting was held, at which the Elders were in- 


structed and encouraged in their labors. 
Ws. C. Iscrzen, Clerk of Conference. 


“FACTS” AND EVENTS. 


By a fire in a tenement house in New York, on May 1, five children were burned to 
death. 

by 20,000 women, in favor of fomale surage, is ready for presenta 
tion to the Canadian parliament. —§- 

A tornado swept over Oklahoma, U.S.A., on May 2, delng immense demings 
erty and killing many domestic animals. Two men were fatally injured and others 
were more or less seriously hurt. 

_ Anarchists exploded a bomb in front of the house of Count Minette, rely eatin 
radius of two hundred yards were smashed. 

A passenger train on the Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe railway went through » 
bridge over Fox River, Missouri, U.S. A., on May 4, killing seven passengers and injuring 
twenty-six. A freshet had weakened the bridge supports. 

A terrible tornado swept across the south-western part of Missouri, U.S.A., on May 3 
Several women and children were killed, and many persons were seriously injured. 
Houses and barns were blown down, and cattle were killed‘in great numbers. 

‘It is announced that the most conspicuous position in‘ the women's building at the 
Chicago World’s Fair is reserved-for the exhibits to be'sent by Queen Victoria and the 
members of the English royal family. Her Majesty will contribute specimens of her own 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MAY 16, 1892. 


LETTER FROM THE FIRST’ PRESIDENCY. 


To the Latter-day Saints in Zion and throughout the world: 

Beloved Brethren and Sisters—A little over two years ago we were im- 
pressed to call upon the Latter-day Saints to set apart a day for fasting 
and solemn prayer unto the Lord. Our position at that time was such 
that it seemed as though no earthly power could deliver us from the evil 
which environed us and which threatened our overthrow. Turn which 
way we would, every avenue seemed closed against us. Human help was 
beyond our reach. Our eyes and hearts under those circumstances turned 
to the Lord as the only power to which we could appeal for succor. Do 
we say too much when we testify that the Lord did on that occasion con- 
descend to hear and answer the supplication of His people? 

Their humiliation before Him was not without its fruits. If the objects 

which were suggested in our circular letter at that time to be prayed for 
be examined, the results will show how wonderfully the Lord has granted 
the prayers of His people. 
-_ In view of this, and the great mercy shown unto us by our Father in 
heaven in permitting us, at our recent General Conference, to lay the top- 
stone of the Salt Lake Temple with shouts of Hosanna to God and the 
Lamb, it has suggested itself to us that it would be most appropriate for 
the Latter-day Saints to gather in their various places of worship,’ on 
Sunday, the first day of May, 1892, and in fasting and prayer offer up to — 
the Most High their heartfelt and solemn thanksgivings for His goodness — 
and mercy which He has shown unto them, and the deliverance that He 
has wrought out in their behalf. 

Surely no people have greater cause for thanksgiving and praise than 
have the Latter-day Saints throughout these mountains. And as we can- 
not have occasion for thanksgiving because of deliverance wrought out 
for us without our brethren and sisters in other lands sharing in our joy, 
it is proper that they, too, should select a day, as may be suitable and con- 
venient to them, in like manner to fast and pray and offer up their grati- 
tude and thanks to the Great Creator for the blessings He has bestowed 

upon His people. 

We have decided to select Sunday for that purpose, Sensinney teens 'ttioc: 
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with a more general observance on the part of all the people than would 
be possible upon any other day. 

Every man, woman and child belonging to our Church should join in 
this glad service, for, although we have many obstacles to contend with, 

and the adversary of our souls has not made truce, nor laid down his arms, 

yet the Lord has spoiled many of his schemes, and destroyed his snares, 
and has provided for us a way of escape from his power. 

In our prayers we should still supplicate the Almighty Father to con- 
tinue to bless and deliver His Zion, and to prepare the way for the usher- 
ing in of the full reign of righteousness and truth, when He whose right 
_ it is to reign shall hold undisputed sway over all the earth. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the immense 
assemblage of people at the laying of the top-stone of the Temple: | 


Belie that the instruction of President Woodruff, 0, the 
ony completion of the Salt Lake Temple, is the wee oe of the Lord to us, 
se that this assemblage pledge themselves, collectively and indi | 
viducliy to furnish, as fast as it may be needed, all the money that may be 
iret to complete the Temple at the earliest time possib he so that the 
dedidation may take place on April 6, 1893. 


Plans have been suggested for the collection of the funds needed to com- 
plete the Temple in accordance with this resolution ; but we have decided 
that no better occasion could offer for this purpose than the time when 
the Saints shall be assembled to observe this day of prayer and thanks- 
giving. Subscriptions can then be taken by the various Bishops and 
other presiding officers fron: all who are present at the meetings ; and if 
all are not prepared to give that which they desire to subscribe at the 
time, they can make their arrangements to pay by installments. 

It is very desirable that this labor should be completed so that the 
sacred building can be dedicated to the Lord at the General Conference, 
April 6, 1893. Steps have already been taken to have the work done, 
with the full expectation that the funds which were voted for when this 
resolution was adopted will be forthcoming in time to meet all the pay- 
ments. We feel assured there will be no disappointment in this, it rer 
Bishops and other presiding authorities do their duty. 

There is no labor in which the Latter-day Saints feel more deeply inter- 
ested than in the building and completing of Temples. 

_ This Temple at Salt Lake City has long been in process of erection. By 
the 6th of April next, forty years will have elapsed since the laying of the 
foundation stones. It seems proper, then, that the expiration of that 
period should witness its dedication. We trust that no exertions will be 
spared to accomplish this end, and that all will apne ced to the 
call which will be made upon them. _—j. 

: Praying the Lord to bestow upon all the Latter-day Sainte upon this 
occasion the of prayer and thanksgiving, we 
itn Your 
Woopkvurr, 
fs Geo. Q. CaNNoN, 
Suara, 
Presidensy of tho Charo of Christ of Latter-day Sainte, 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


To the Latter-day Saints in the Furopean Mission: 
Beloved Brethren and Sisters—The First Presidency of the Church 


resent the Latter-day Saints throughout the world to observe a special 
day of fasting and solemn prayer unto the Lord ; among the Saints gath- 
ered in the land of Zion, the first Sunday in May was ‘set apart for that 
purpose. It is suggested by the First Presidency, in relation to Saints in 
other lands, that a day be selected on which they may in like manner fast 
and pray, and offer up their thanks and gratitude to the Most High. | 

In accordance with this suggestion it has been deemed advisable to 
select, as a day most suitable and convenient to the Saints throughout the 
European Mission, Sunday, May 29, 1892. 

It is desirable that every member of the Church join in these services 
of prayer and praise ; and presiding officers in the Mission are requested 
to arrange meeting places to accommodate the Saints as far as prac- 
ticable. 

The Saints will assemble fasting, in their respective places of holding 
meeting, at the hour of 10 o’clock on Sunday morning, May 29, and con- 
tinue in thanksgiving and prayer, and in such religious exercises as may 
be prompted by the Spirit of the Lord, for three or four hours or apne as 
wisdom and circumstances may dictate. | 

Subscriptions for the completion of the Temple can be received as 
directed in the letter of the First Presidency, the privilege being extended 
to every man, woman and child in the Church, and for such amount as 
they feel able to contribute, whether large or small; a complete list of 
these amounts, with the names and residences of the donors, should be 
forwarded through the presiding officers to the headquarters of the Mis- 
sion, for transmission to the First Presidency. 

At the completion of the services let the people return to their haneee 
and partake of food with rejoicing before the Lord. Let all the Saints be 
united in one heart and determined in one mind to make aimed of 

Your brother, 
| BricHaMm YounG, 
President of the Rennes Mission of the Church of Jesus Chains of 
Saints. 


A DAY OF THANKSGIVING AND —— 


THE suggestion in the letter of the First Presidency, for the observance of 
a special fast day, will meet with a cheerful response in the hearts of the 
Latter-day Saints, who realize that the hand of the Lord has been stretched 
forth in their preservation from evil and in the triumphs that have been 
wrought out for them over the powers of the adversary. For the mercies 
and blessings of the Lord, the praise of the Saints is offered up on all days 
and at all times; and when a privilege like the present is afforded for a 
special occasion of prayer and thanksgiving, wherein the attention of the 
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people oan be drawn to any particular object — by them with 
joyfulness. 

The feeling of gratiteds to their: Heavenly Father on the part of the 
Latter-day Saints comes from the inmost depths of the soul, and permeates 
the entire Church organization, down to the latest member. Prayer, and 
praise, and thanksgiving, are with them a service of the whole being, and 
- not of the lips only ; and the supplications before the throne of grace for a 
continuance of the divine blessing are marked by the deepest sincerity on 
the part of all who are living in conformity to Gospel principles. The bles- 
sing and deliverance of Zion are the theme of divinely inspired hymn and 
prayer and prophecy. To the Saints who have gathered to the place ap- 
pointed of the Lord for the assembling of His people in latter days it means 
guidance, experience, and strength for attainment to a condition that is 
above the reach of temptation and trial; to the scattered Saints it also 
means the removal of untoward circumstances that for a time bind them to 
association with those who are unwilling to come out of Babylon ; and to 
all of earth’s inhabitants it means the ushering in, at the Lord’s appointed 
time, of the Millennial reign of Christ as King of kings. It is to the ac- 
complishment of this purpose that the Saints of God devote the energies 

of their faith, in thought, word and deed. 

Under existing circumstances it is appropriate-that a day of prayer and 
fasting should be an occasion of special attention to completing a Temple 
to the Most High. In these sacred edifices are performed ordinances for 
the salvation of the living and the dead—ordinances essentially connected 
with the redemption of the human family. Temple-work is a leading 
feature of the requirements of this dispensation, and a vast amount has 
been performed i in the temples already finished. The House of God now 
nearing completion in Salt Lake City is the sixth Temple which the Saints 
have erected since the organization of the Church in 1830, and exceeds in 
size any similar edifice of ‘which there is historical mention. Thirty-nine 
years have passed since its foundation stones were laid. Wonderful 
changes have taken place on earth during that period ; the Saints have 
passed through varied experiences, their temporal condition is materially 
improved, their spiritual interests have advanced, and their numbers have 
been greatly augmented by the gathering of Israel from every land. The 
unanimous desire of the people, as expressed at the laying of the capstone 
of the Salt Lake Temple, is that the structure be hastened forward to com- 
pletion and be dedicated at the General Conference, April 6; 1893. 

_ In order to carry out the wishes of the Saints in this regard, the Church 
authorities have taken steps to accomplish the work, which will require 
an extraordinary effort. Assistance has been furnished to the Church 
architect, Elder J. D. C. Young, by the appointment of Bishop John R. 
Winder to superintend the work; and to further: facilitate matters by 
securing the funds necessary to pay for labor and material, an invitation is 
extended to all the Saints, on this day of See and prayer, to soreness 
of their means according to their ability. — 

» Every feature: associated with this day of sdnisikegtuliies: and prayer to 
the Almighty will be entered into heartily by the Latter-day Saints, whose 
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faith is manifest by their works, in which they show forth their love 
toward Him by obeying His commandments. May the day selected for 
observance by the Saints in the European Mission be to them a time of 
_ peace and rejoicing and manifestation of the Spirit and power of God. 

J. H. A. 


A LETTER dated May 9, from Elder J. B. Bean, President of the Leeds 
Conference, says: “The health of the brethren and Saints generally is 
good, and they are feeling well in the Gospel. We have some non-members 
attending the meetings at the branches, who are investigating the Gospel 
with honest hearts. Last Saturday night we baptized seven adults into 
the Church—all new members. We had a happy time. A number who 
are investigating were present to witness the ordinance. This gives us 
encouragement and shows that the faithful labors of the servants of the 
Lord will give increase in due time. Two weeks ago three new members 
were added to the Church at Hull. Our meeting last night at Leeds was 
particularly wel] attended by strangers.” 


RELEASES.—Elder Ben. Heertjes is honorably released from his labors as 
traveling Elder in the Holland Conference of the Netherlands Mission, to 
return home. 

Elder John Gibby is hinorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Welsh Conference, to return home. , 

Elder Roderick Davis is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Welsh to return home. 


TEMPLES, ANCIENT AND MODERN, 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 303.] 


A COMPLAINT was again brought before the king against them, but Darius, 
on finding that his predecessor Cyrus had given the persecuted people 
permission to build, not only confirmed this permission, but also decreed 
that a certain amount of taxes should be paid for the purpose of carrying 
the work on (Ezra v, and vi: 1—14). The Temple now was speedily 
finished. The foundation was laid 535 B.C. In the following year the work 
was interrupted, but again resumed in the year 520. It was finished four 
years later, the construction having occupied nearly twenty years. — 

This Temple was dedicated in the year 516 B.C., on the 3rd of Adar, the 
last month of the ecelesiastical year. It was on the same plan as that of 
Solomon, only it was inferior in every respect, owing to the poverty of 
the people. It is not further described by Ezra, except what is contained 
in the decree of Cyrus, that “the foundations thereof be strongly laid ; 
the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore 
cubits (105 feet), with three rows of great stones, and a row of new tisaber 
(Ezra vi: 3, 4). 

Jewish writers notice five things which had been in the first senile nad 
which were lacking in this, viz.: 1, the ark; 2, the Shekinah; 3, the:sacred 
fire kindled from heaven; 4, The Urim. and Thummim; 5, the spirit of 
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prophecy. Concerning the sacred fire, the following tradition, preserved 
in 2 Maccabees, is not altogether void of interest: Tad 


For when our fathers were led into Persia, the priests that were then 
devout took the fire of the altar privily, and hid it in a hollow place of'a 


pit without water, where they kept it sure, so that the was unknown — 
to all men. -Now after many years, when it pleased Neemias, being 
t from the king of Persia, did of the posterity of those priests 


that had hid to the fire ; but when they told us they found no fire, but 
thick water, then commanded he them to draw it up, and to bring it; 
and when. the sacrifices were laid on, Neemias commanded the priests to 
sprinkle the wood and the things laid there with the water. : 

When this was done, and the time came that the sun shone, which afore 
was hid in the cloud, there was a great fire kindled, so that every man 
marvelled. And the priests made a prayer whilst the sacrifice was con- 


- guming; I say, both, the priests, and all the rest, Jonathan beginning, 


and the rest answering thereunto, as Neemias did. And the Ssapcoer was 
after this manner: O Lord, Lord God, Creator of ali thi who art fear- 
ful and strong, and righteous, and merciful, and the only and gracions 
King, the only giver of all things, the only just, almighty, and everlasting, 
Thou that deliverest Israel from all trouble, and didst choose the fathers, 
and sanetify them, receive the sacrifice of Thy whole people Israel, an 
preserve Thine own portion and sanctify it. ther those together that 
are scattered from us, deliver them that serve among the heathen, look 
upon them that are despised and abhorred, and let the heathen know that - 
ou art our God. Punish them that oppress us, and with pride do us 
wrong. Plant Thy people again - Thy holy place, as Moses hath spoken. 
And the priests sung psalms of thanksgiving. 
Now when the sacrifice was consumed, Neemias commanded the water 
that was left to be poured on the great stones. When this was don 
there was kindled a flame; but it was consumed by the light that shin 
from the altar. So when this matter was known, it was told the king of 
Persia that in the place where the priests that were led away had hid the 
fire there oppee water, and that Neemias had purified the sacrifices 
_ therewith. en the king, inclosing the place, made it holy, after he had 
tried the matter. And the king took many gifts, and bestowed thereof on 
those whom he would gratify. And Neemias called this thing Naphiths, | 
which is as much as to say a cleansing ; but many men call it Nephi” 


(Mac. i: 19, 36). 


That the Temple did not lack-the spirit of prophecy ought to be evident 
from the fact that Zechariah, Haggai and Malachi all officiated within its 
sacred walls. = 

The following data are principally from the books of the Maccabees, 
which, although not accepted as divinely inspired writings, yet are in the 
main reliable as historical records. 

For a number of years after the completion of the Temple the Jews en- 
joyed a certain degree of prosperity. Alexander the Great, after having © 
subdued Tyre, marched into Judea to take revenge upon the Jews, who, 
loyal’ to their government, had refused him provisions during the war. 
But as he approached Jerusalem, a solemn procession, headed by the High 
Priest Jaddua, in his temple robes, went out to meet him, and God turned 
his heart in their favor. It is said that he had been forewarned in a 
dream not to hurt this people. After Alexander's death Judea became 
part of Egypt, and during this time the prosperity was much promoted 
through the administration of the celebrated High Priest, Simon the Just: 


¥ 
> 


318 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


‘He fortified the city and the Temple, making it an almost iapeegtiable 
stronghold. 
But during the reign of Epiphanes, the commenged 
to apostatize. The historian says that “wicked men persuaded many, 
saying, let us go and make a covenant with the heathen that are round 
about us, for since we have departed from them we have had much sor- 
row.” In accordance with this counsel they forsook the holy covenant 
and “sold themselves to do mischief.” 
_ Antiochus now entered Jerusalem and robbed the Temple of most of i its 
sacred furniture and vessels, and killed many people. Not satisfied 
with this, he prohibited the people from obeying the law of Moses, and 
decreed that everyone should eat forbidden food and sacrifice to idols. 
An image was erected on the altar of burnt offering, and the law was torn 
to pieces and the fragments burned in fire. This was a time of mourning 
and despair. But a deliverer was at hand. A priest named Mattathias 
was commanded to come forward and offer a sacrifice to Jupiter. Aroyal 
reward was promised him, if he would comply with the demand. But he 
refused. Then another Jew came forward to profane the sacred place. 
At this Mattathias was filled with wrath and killed the offender i in the 
sight of all the people. He also slew the king’s commissioner, who stood 
near the altar. After this he fled to the desert of Judea, and soon found 
himself surrounded by quite a number of zealous patriotic Jews, ready to 
lay down their lives for their liberty, their country and their God. Their 
standard bore the inscription M. C. B. L., from which their name “ Macca- 
bees” was derived, these letters being the initials of the Hebrew, Mi 
Camoka Baelim Jehovah: “Who is like unto Thee antng the Gods, 0 

Jehovah ?” 

After three years’ struggle, this little band of patriots had succeeded in 
taking possession of the Temple. Antiochus’ army was defeated by the 
valiant general, Judas, the son of Mattathias, and the sacred building was 
again purified and dedicated unto the Lord in the year 163 B.C. This 
- event was afterwards celebrated as a national holiday, under the name of 
_ the Feast of Dedication. It is still kept in many places, and coincides 
very nearly with Christmas. 

The Jews now entered into an alliance with the Romans, ben finally 
made themselves masters of the country. The last of the Maccabean 
family was deposed by Herod the Great, an idumean by 
fessing to be a Jew as to religion. 

THE TEMPLE OF HEROD. _ 

Herod the Great ascended the throne in the year 73 B.C. His Gret 
royal act was to kill the members of the Sanhedrim, except two. Then he 
had his brother-in-law, Aristobulus, drowned in a bath, and the eighty- 
year-old Hyrcanus, who had fled to Babylon, was enticed to come back to 
Jerusalem, where he was killed, the bloodthirsty tyrant pretending to 
fear that the aged exile was plotting against his crown. The next victim 
was his young, beautiful wife, Marianne, whose life was taken because 
the king thought she would certainly avenge the murder of her relatives. 
His thirst. for blood was not yet satisfied. Several of his children were 
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next executed, and among them his eldest son Antipater. Many of his sub- 
jects suffered the same fate. During his reign the nation was continually 
kept in a state of alarm. Such was the man who undertook the building, 
or rather restoration, of the last temple of the Jews. 

After a lapse of five centuries, the Temple of Zerubbabel was much de- 
cayed, and Herod conceived the idea of reconstructing it, a work which 
was commenced about sixteen years before the birth of Christ. For nine 
and a half years 18,000 workmen were employed thereon, and no cost was 
spared to make it magnificent. The work went on after the death of 
Herod, and had been forty-six years in building shortly hefore the cruci- 
fixion (John ii: 20), and it is doubtful whether it was ever entirely com- 
pleted. In the construction of this Temple, stones of great weight were 
used. Josephus asserts that some were as much as seventy-eight feet 


long, eight high and ten broad. 
[To BE CONTINUED. | 


UTAH NEWS. 


The residence of Joseph Moffatt, at Meadowville, Rich County, was destroyed or fire 
on April 24, while the family were out. visiting. 3 

Hon. James Sharp has been elected a director of the Union Pacific saeratiede to succeed 
his father, the late Hon. John Sharp, of Salt Lake City. , | 

A young man named Trottman fatally shot his niece, Miss Hope Fuelling, seventeen 
years old, at Park City, on April 24, and then shot himself. 

A young man named James Cordner was thrown from a horse, on April 17, on Provo 
accident. 

Sidney Bailey, of Provo, while watering a horse on the evening of April 24, was teilieed 
in the stomach by the animal, and killed. ‘He was twenty-one years of age, and was 

The Utah legislature, at its recent seasion, organized Wayne County out of that eit 
of Piute County east of the summit of the mountain ee rere team 
valleys. Loa is the county seat of the new county. 

On April 29, the first cattlemen’s congress held in the United States convened at 
Ogden. There were representatives of the stock-raising industry from New Mexico, 
Texas, Kansas, Arizona, Nevada, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, 

Nebraska, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota and Utah, 

A young man named C. W. Austin, a new arrival in Salt Lake City from the State of 
Washington, on April 23 attempted to rob the Utah National bank. He presented a 
pistol at the head of the cashier, but the latter dropped behind the counter and the would- 
be robber fled, but was soon arrested. He was found to be suffering from an attack of 
insanity, the result of cigarette smoking. Arrangements were a 
Territorial insane asylum. 

While the workmen at the Alton mine, six miles from Brigham City, were blasting, on 
April 23, they made a curious discovery. They were working in solid slate, twenty-two 
feet below the surface of the ground, when a live toad, in a comatose condition, dropped 
out. An examination revealed a small ‘‘ pocket,” or hole, where the reptile had been 
imprisoned. After its release it gradually awakened to life. Thatengeeenuathe Mey 
had been in its narrow cell is a subject for speculation by scientific minds. 
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